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APRIL RALLY SUMMARY
The Red River Rovers, for its
second rally of the year, returned
to RiverView RV Park in Colbert
Oklahoma for the April rally. As
usual many arrived as early as
Wednesday, some even drove to
the area on Sunday to stay at a
Corp lake park (Burns Run East)
near the rally site. There was a
good attendance, 28 coaches,
two cabins and 63 individuals.
One of those was a guest who
left the rally as our newest member. With the addition of Gary
Marsh our chapter membership
now stands at sixty-seven. Welcome Gary!
Weather was a problem and a
potential threat looming over
everyone’s head off and on during the rally. Some had to cancel
due to the extensive hail damage
received just prior to the rally
date. The Lantzs, Hillhouses,
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and Dee Holloway had extensive
damage to their motorhomes. They
and others also had damage to their
homes. Many members visited in
groups outside their motorhomes or
on the clubroom porch throughout
the rally.
The Duvalls had to cancel due to
an illness. Jeannette kept everyone
updated on Kathy’s condition during
the course of the rally. Ultimately
Kathy had to have double bypass
surgery. She is now at home recovering and we hope to see both back
soon and going strong.
Besides the monthly DA Award,
Don Delman was presented a DA
Certificate. Seems that Don ran over
a T-Post at the park and became
lodged ….not able to go forwards or
backwards. Norma Hamel was
crowned “Princess” Norma. It seems
she’s accused of just sitting around
inside the coach while June, her RV
partner, did all the set-up of the moContinued pg 2
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torhome when they arrive at the
park.
The recipient of this month’s DA
Award must have really irritated
his wife. To insure he would be a
viable candidate she submitted,
not one but four stories about little
“errors’ in judgement when operating his motorhome. Congratulations Tom Burroughs. (see page 5)
The men now have no excuse
for not keeping the outside of the
motorhome spotless. Mike Bennett
presented the April Tech Session
and gave a great overview of products and methods of making that
coach finish sparkle.
The subject of the women’s
Craft Session was how to make
cute tops from T-shirts by cutting
and braiding the hems. Marge
Roberts led this session where 15
of the ladies left with a new clothing item.
Besides the usual activities of
visiting, cards, eating, exploring
the area (for some Choctaw casino was just a short drive), the host
had a version of the Newlywed
game to play. Three of our couples
were tested to see if they really
knew their partner by coming up
with the same answers to questions about themselves. The
Grassos, Delmans, and Mobleys
were put to the test. Jerry and Dianne Mobley seem to be a little
more in tune with each other.
Jayne and Keith didn’t do too bad
but when Jayne chose “black” as
his favorite color she turned red
when Keith said it was “orange”
Mike Hillhouse made the announcement that he has made a
contract for the chapter to go to
Arkansas in May of 2017. The site
will be the Wanderlust RV Park in
Eureka Springs where the chapter
has previously held rallies.
And now to the subject of food,
if you arrived before Thursday
evening you enjoyed “Potluck” dinner. There was a great variety of
choices provided by the members
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attending. On Friday evening the APRIL ATTENDEES
dinner consisted of Ham/potato/corn
James & Mary Ellen Adams
chowder, sandwiches and dessert.
The Saturday evening dinner conSteve & Melody Beall
sisted of Mexican Tacos, and sopaMike & Donna Bennett
pilla cheesecake.
Ken & Barbara Blackshear
The Saturday breakfast prepared
Mack Bradshaw
by the host team was pancakes,
sausage, fruit, juice and coffee. That
Tom & Judy Burroughs
was followed Sunday morning with
Snoopy & Susan Campbell
hot biscuits and sausage with jelly,
Ruby Day
juice and coffee. The rally was
Don & Betty Delman
closed with a devotional and singing
“He’s Got The Whole World in His
Keith & Jayne Grasso
Hands, and “Shall We Gather at the
Jim & Maggie Grinstead
River”, As always, congratulations
June Guess
go to the Host team CHAPTER
of planning aOFFICERS
great rally.
Ron & Carol Hall
Many discussed among themNorma Hamel
selves their plans to travel to KerrMike & Donna Hillhouse
ville to attend the May rally. If you
Dee Holloway
don’t make your plans to go you
may miss out on some of the many
Billy & Jeannette Idell
wonderful things to do and see in
Bob & Ann Marie Kriesman
the Texas Hill Country. Those who
Robert & Rita Rae Landrum
don’t go will be missed.
Gary & Kathy Mabry
*Gary Marsh
Craig & Sharlot Matthews
Bill & Hilda McGuire
Jerry & Dianne Mobley
Dennis & Erika Moore
Jim & Marge Roberts
John & Biny Sharpe
LADIES CRAFT SESSION
Faye Shelton
Tuck & Connie Tucker
The Craft Session for May will
be making bracelets. The session
Peggy Weygandt
will be led by LuAnn Marchisin. The
Tom & Sandy Woodling
cost of materials is $5.00. Several
Glen & Wanda Woods
color choices will be available.
* Guest
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RALLY PHOTOS

MAY “WHOSZAT!”

2
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The above young lady is
our Member of the
Month. Want to take a
guess as to who this
might be? If so, send an
email to:
darrellgilliland0@gmail.com

MAY SPECIAL EVENTS
ANNIVERSARIES
L.E. and Mary Jane Clark
William Cooley/Gale Follett
Ron and Carol Hall
Bob and Ann Kriesman
Jim and Marge Roberts
Ben and Charlene Sasser

GARY MARSH
NEW MEMBER

BIRTHDAYS
Mac Bradshaw
L. E. Clark
Michael Dreher
Bill Elam
Marion Helmick
Billy Idell
Robert Landrum
Gary Mabry
Gary Marsh
Roger McNees
Gordon Moore
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APRIL TECH SUMMARY
The April Tech Session was
presented by Mike Bennett and
covered how to clean and maintain the finish on your motorhome. The most important
tip is ‘sooner is better’, don’t let
bugs and other contaminates
dry on the finish any longer than
necessary. This has always
been the big catch for me as
most RV parks frown on you
hooking up a hose to wash your
coach in their sites. Mike’s
technique avoids this problem
by allowing you to use a very
small amount of water. He uses
distilled water in a pump-up
style garden sprayer and various stick mounted cleaning
tools. Mike got some of these
tools and techniques attending
a seminar at the Six State Rally
in Conroe, TX. He then improved on them by finding less
costly or even free versions of
the products and adding techniques
from
other
sources. Most of us have heard
Mike’s stories of dumpster diving for fun and profit!
The seminar was presented
by a company that sells microfiber cleaning tools. Mike uses
similar microfiber cloths, mitts,
and other such products available at box stores along with a
cap full of Finish Jet-Dry Turbo
Dry and Meguiar’s Gold Class
car wash mixed into one gallon
of cool or lukewarm (not HOT!)
distilled water. The Jet Dry and
distilled water work to stop
beading and water spots.
http://
www.finishdishwashing.com/
products/enhancers/jet-dry/jetdry-turbo-dry/
http://
www.meguiars.com/en/
automotive/products/g7101-gold
-class-car-wash-shampoo-andconditioner-1-gal/
#KZS5188RifQBl7Vi.97

As with all washing and waxing of vehicles outside, these
procedures need to be done in the
shade and cool part of the day.
The microfiber cloths are the
modern replacement for chamois
cloth for drying the finish before
dust can settle and cause spots
and scratches.
Like chamois cloth, microfiber
cloths and mitts require care to
maintain their absorbent properties. Do not wash microfiber with
bleach, fabric softener, or hot water. Tumble dry them on low or no
heat per manufacturer's care tag.
Mike is extra careful and only
hand washes and air drys his microfiber tools.
The second most important tip
is that keeping a good wax coat
on your finish will protect it and
make your job cleaning it easier.
During the discussion at the
end of Mike’s presentation, one
member told the group that he had
found a professional cleaning
company that charged reasonable
rates for hand washing and waxing a motorhome. Mike contacted
me after the rally with the contact

and location information for the
business that was recommended.
Here is what Mike sent to me.
Here is the name and location;
Steamaway, 2300 Cold Spring
Road, Fort Worth, Tx 76106. Phone
# Office 817 625 6443 Toll Free
#1.888.397.8326. There is limited
space and it is recommended we
call before we show up. That will
help getting you in and out with a
limited amount of waiting. The
price I received was $100.00 for
hand waxing my 43 footer and
$1.50 per foot to wash. I would recommended calling and get an updated price quote. They should be
aware that 35W is under CONSTRUCTION
between
35W
287/820 and south to I-30 East and
west. With the info we provided anyone can look it up on the Internet
to see how to get to their facility.
I thank Mike for his efforts to
present this tech session. The only
problem with his presentation is
that I couldn’t get him to demonstrate by using my coach as an example.

Ron Hall

APRIL TECH SESSON
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DA AWARD—APRIL
When it rains it pours and that
is not referring to the weather.
Remember when multiple things
go wrong about the same time?
You refer to these calamities as
“when it rains it pours”. This
month it really poured and
dumped a major storm on our
April DA candidate. His wife nominated him not once but four
times….each act in itself would
qualify. In this regard, he is very
lucky as he could easily have
earned the award for 4 months.
First: It’s amazing to be looking off to the right about 200 feet
in a wheat field and see a tire
passing us going about 75 mph.
We were all pointing, amazed
and wondering as the tire passed
us up quickly. Where could that
tire come from?
As someone was passing us,
they were honking and pointing to
the back of the motorhome. Yes,
that flying tire in that field was
ours. Tom (Ha) forgot to tighten
the lug nuts when he finished
packing the wheel bearings.
Second: The weather forecaster’s predictions are to be considered as a suggestion. High
winds do NOT mean one needs
to put the manual awnings up.
Going out on the lake requires all
one’s prompt attention. The wife
will just have to calm down. She
might need to learn how to deal
with awnings later.
Yes, the wife stayed at the
campground as hubby “putted”
around on the lake. A gust of
wind picked up the awning with
the wife firmly attached to its arm.
After the wife was picked up off
the ground about 3 feet a couple
of times, and having visions of
nightmares, she decided to let go
of the arm …. It went immediately
back over the top of the motorhome.
The “hubby” was surprised to
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hear the many words the wife
spoke when he returned to
camp.
Third: Then there is the
matter of a divided cyclone gate
across the RV’s drive. The wife
is yelling into a walkie-talkie to
“slow down”, then the words,
“Stop”, “Stop”. To the husband
who is driving this means go
faster and faster.
Yes, it is the wind again. One
half (1/2) of the gate swung onto
the motorhome tow bar where it
wedged in tightly. That one-half
of the gate followed him out into
the street.
Know anyone who can weld
and repair a cyclone gate?
And Forth: Sometimes you
can’t follow the GPS comments
like “recalculating” or “”make a u
-turn”. You also have a co-pilot
telling you what to do. So you
may just sit there confused.
There is one thing everybody
ought to do. Measure the height
of your coach including the A/C.
You never know when you might
take it upon yourself to take a
shortcut. There is a reason for

instructions to RV parks on registration forms.
Well, being a little careless
again, our nominee had to climb
on top of his coach just to see
what he knocked off from taking a
short cut with a 12’ clearance on
the wooden bridge……. his motorhome height was 12’ 6”.
Tom Burroughs, you are the
April DA recipient of the month.

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY
Here we are again scheduled
for a rally in Kerrville, Texas. Over
the years this has been a favorite
location to visit. An extra day has
been added to the rally to give
more
time
to
leave
the
campground and explore the
many things to do and see in
Kerrville and the many locations
nearby such as Bandara, Boerne,
Fredericksburg, San Antonia etc.
If you want suggestions, and you
can’t find something interesting in
your rally packet, ask one of your
hosts Tom and Barker who have
chosen Kerrville as their home..

L to R: Tom Burroughs presented DA Award by Gary Mabry.
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2016 RALLY SCHEDULE
MARCH 10 - 13
Coffee Creek RV Park
Santo, TX
MARCH 17 - 20
FMCA International Conv.
Perry, GA
APRIL 14 - 17
Riverview RV Park
Colbert5 OK
MAY 11 - 15
Buckhorn Lake Resort
Kerrville, TX
JUNE 9 - 12
Choctaw KOA RV Resort
Durant, OK
AUGUST 3 - 6
FMCA International Conv.
West Springfield, MA
SEPTEMBER 8 - 11
Choctaw KOA RV Resort
Durant, OK
SEPTEMBER 12 - 15
Six-State Area Rally
Shawnee, OK
OCTOBER 6 - 9
Little Turtle RV Park
Eufaula, OK
NOVEMBER 10 - 13
Coyote Ranch RV Resort
Wichita Falls, TX
DECEMBER 3
New China King Buffet
Denton, TX

On Wednesday a few members met Grace and Darrell Gilliland in
Sherman for lunch. Front row: Erika Moore and Grace Gilliland. L to
R back row: Barbara Blackshear, Jennette Idell, Darrell Gilliland, Billy Idell, Faye Shelton, Dennis Moore, and Kathy & Gary Mabry.

