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March 2019 

Wow, can you believe that the Red River Rovers are beginning 
their 18th year as an FMCA chapter? The years have certainly 
gone by too fast. Those out-of- area trips, and the regularly sched-
uled rally sites, where traveling together we have made many new 
friends which gave each of us the opportunity to “grow” our fami-
ly’s. It’s time now to look forward and plan our involvement with 
the chapter during 2019. The rally schedule is printed on the last 
page of the Newsletter. Put those dates on your calendar and plan 
to make as many of this year’s rallies as you can. To get more in-
formation about the location and RV sites we will be attending this 
year, go to the chapter website to find links to all the scheduled 
parks. 

You might make a special note for April and September. It has 
been some time since we have been to these locations. Both have 
their unique features. Mitchell RV Park, where we will meet in 
April, has had over a million dollars of renovations since we were 
last there. It you arrive early the town of Mineral Wells is located 
just a few miles south of Perrin.  

  In September the club is scheduled to return to Antique Capi-
tal RV Park in Gladewater, Texas. Here visitors can enjoy a bit of 
the past while browsing through the quaint old buildings. You will 
find over 200 antique and crafters in over 30 antique malls and 
individual shops. Gladewater was probably most famous as a 
base during Elvis Presley's early career, and is also the location 
where Johnny Cash wrote "I Walk the Line".  

For a number of years, the population of Gladewater has been 
a little over 6000 residents. Would you believe that in 1935, 
the Boston Red Sox franchise had a minor league baseball team 
in Gladewater, the Gladewater Bears? The minor league stadium 
has since been turned into a city park. The predominant features 
of the stadium are long gone, but the stadium was located near 
the Lee Building in Gladewater. Gladewater is also just a short 
distance from Shreveport, LA where the 2019 Six-State Area Rally 
is being held. 

The Triple-R’s favorite out of area location is Kerrville, Texas 
and the chapter is returning there again this year, on November 7 
- 10. It is always fun in Texas hill country. 

WELCOME - 2019 RALLY YEAR 
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WINTER                  TRAVELS

Rita spoke in an endearing manner about 
Sharlot's “horns”.  

DOCTORS AND STUFF 

I don’t know about you but 
I had to visit the doctor a cou-
ple of times during the win-
ter…. once to treat a cold and 
cough. The cough was so vio-
lent it gave me a hernia which 
required an operation to re-
pair, then there were three 
trips to the emergency room, 
and after all this there are all 
the follow-ups. There’s a lot of 
traveling when you have a pri-
mary care doctor, an allergy 
doctor, a dermatologist, a urol-
ogist, a surgeon and a cardiol-
ogist.  

Regarding the hernia re-
pair, this was the third one in 
my life time. The first was in 
1949 when I was 17 years old. 
I was in the hospital 7 days. A 
big 6-inch incision and after-
wards it hurt like hell if I 
coughed or laughed. In this 
little town and little hospital, I 
was in a ward with 7 other 
men, all older and they found 
out they could make me laugh 
with their jokes. I know they 
got great pleasure in seeing 
me suffer with a grin on my 
face while at the same time 
crying from the pain.  I’ve 
been around long enough to 
really appreciate the advances 
made in medicine. My last two 
hernia operations were outpa-
tient surgeries so it was a sim-
ple “in-an-out” trip to the hos-
pital. 

In November my cardiolo-
gist of 9 years died suddenly 
of a heart attack. During all 
those years as his patient I got 
to know him better than I do 
most of my neighbors. He was 
a good guy, caring and one 
who would sit down and visit 
even though there was a wait-
ing room full of patients. 

His death had me stirring 
around to find a replacement. 
I had been going from 
Gainesville to Denton. I don’t 
like the drive down I 35 and 
around Denton so I wanted to 
find someone in Sherman 
which is a little closer and 
would certainly have less traf-
fic. Eventually I choose the 
cardiologist that Billy Idell 
goes to. I called to make an 
appointment and was told that 
the “New patient” scheduler 
would call me back. After two 
weeks I felt like my name had 
fallen through the cracks. I 
happened to be visiting the 
Idell’s and mentioned that I 
had not heard from his doctor. 
Billy said “I’ll call him”. Now 
this was on a Sunday. As it 
happened Billy had his home 
phone number. Jeannette and 
I both tried to talk him out of 
it…. but he made the call any-
way. As it turns out he is a 
neighbor of theirs and he cer-
tainly didn’t seem to mind that 
he was home and that we 
were calling on the week end. 
It was certainly appreciated 
by me because I received a 
call from the Doctors office 
the very next morning. 

The new heart doctor had 
only partial records from the 
doctor I had been seeing so 
to complete some information 
he wanted about me, he or-
dered a few additional tests. I 
wore a heart monitor for 3 
days. Years ago, I did that…
at that time it was a device 
strapped to your body with 
many wires hooked up to con-
nections that were placed on 
your chest and sides. This 
time it was just a small de-
vice, perhaps ¼ inch thick 

and 2 inches square. They stick it 
on your chest and that’s it…. no 
wires.  

I went to my new cardiologist’s 
office the last of January for an 
Echocardiogram of my heart. 
When I got to the office that morn-
ing, I found out they had also 
scheduled a sonogram of my 
legs.  

There was certainly a big dif-
ference in the two procedures. 
The echocardiogram was admin-
istered by a guy ….. he told me to 
“strip down to your waist and 
lay on the table”.  

The sonogram was adminis-
tered by a very attractive young 
lady who told me to “take every-
thing off from the waist down 
and lay on the table.”  

Now that’s the way medical 
test should be conducted. Life is 
good!! 
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BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES 
MARCH SPECIAL EVENTS 

1 2 

WHOSZAT!! 

 

 

The young woman in the 
above photograph is our  
November/March Member 
Of The Month. Look at those 
features….remind you of 
someone? If so email your 
guess to: 
darrellgilliland0@gmail.com. 

 
 

WINTER                  TRAVELS 

Robert spends a little time with Craig who 
can not get out of his coach until February 
13. 

Nancy Berry  
Connie Carrington  
Bill Grimes  
June Guess   
Sharlot Matthews  
Billy Winters  
Donna Winters  

Mike & Donna Bennett   
Bill & Hilda McGuire  
Robert & Maureen Robinson   

We have 7 scheduled rallies a 
year which are each planned by a 
host team. The teams job descrip-
tion is to prepare (or have pre-
pared) food for meals, specifically 
Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast 
and dinner, and Sunday break-
fast. They are also responsible for 
communicating what is available 
in the surrounding area where the 
rally is scheduled and for planning 
and executing other activities that 
would be of interest or entertain-
ing to those attending. (Ref: Rally 
Policy and Procedure.) 

Because so many members 
come early to rallies some of the 
teams get creative to have food or 
an activity prior to the actual offi-
cial start date of the rally. 

We have 55 members begin-
ning the new rally year. We usual-
ly have at least 4 couples that 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
comprise each month’s host 
team. Simple math shows we 
need at least 28 couples to 
step up as a host team volun-
teer each year. Kathy Duvall, 
the 2nd Vice Presidents is in 
charge of obtaining the team 
members for each month’s 
rally. She still needs volun-
teers for some of the rally’s 
planned this year. If you have 
not already committed to be a 
team member, when you ar-
rive at Coyote Ranch seek out 
Kathy and see when you can 
do your part to help host a ral-
ly. If you are unable to attend 
the March rally, call Kathy and 
offer your services. Kathy’s 
phone number is 817-692-
2224.  

A special “thank you” to all 
who do step up and become a 
part of a host team.  

mailto:darrellgilliland0@gmail.com.
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RED RIVER ROVERS 
2019 Rally Schedule 

MARCH 7 – 10 
 Coyote Ranch RV Resort 
 Wichita Falls, TX 
MARCH 13 – 16 
 FMCA’s 99th Convention 
 Perry, GA 
APRIL 11 - 14 
 Mitchell RV Park 
 Perrin, TX 
MAY 2 - 5 
 Coffee Creek RV Park 
 Weatherford, TX 
JUNE 6 – 9 
 Choctaw Casino KOA 
 Durant, OK 
AUGUST 14 – 17 
 FMCA’S 100th Convention 
 Minot, ND 
SEPTEMBER 12 – 15 
 Antique Capital RV Park 
 Gladewater, TX 
SEPTEMBER 18 – 21 
 46TH Six-State Rally 
 Shreveport, LA 
OCTOBER 10 – 13  
 Little Turtle RV Park 
 Eufaula, OK 
NOVEMBER 7 – 10  
 Buckhorn Lake Resort 
 Kerrville, TX 
DECEMBER 7 
 New China King Buffet 
 Denton, TX  
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Darrell Gilliland 

940-727-1800 Cell 
darrellgilliland0@gmail.com 

Dee Holloway 
972-658-3333 Cell 

werome2@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chairman 
Connie Carrington 

972-849-2208 
conniecarrington@icloud.com 

For our first tech meeting 
of the year I intend to explore 
RV power hook-ups, power 
supplies, and inverters. I 
would invite anyone who has 
had problems with coach 
power and your inverter to 
share the problem and it’s so-
lution with the group. 
 
See you in March.   
 
 

TECH SESSION CRAFT SESSION 
The March Craft session 

will feature a pair of Flower 
“Jump Ring” earrings. All the 
materials for making these 
beautiful earrings will be fur-
nished.  

Cost of materials will be 
$3.00. 

mailto:darrellgilliland0@gmail.com
mailto:werome2@gmail.com
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