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L to R: Estel and Connie Tucker’s grandson, Tucker. Estell and Connie Tucker, 
Carlton and Marion Helmick, and Bob and Ann Kriesman. 

THE RALLY THAT ALMOST 
WASN’T……. 

The prediction of 19 degrees on 
Tuesday night and low 30’s on 
Wednesday night caused some con-
cern about signing up for the March 
rally in Wichita Falls, TX. Despite 
the dire prediction the weather took 
an upward turn and was in the 40’s 
and high 60’s during the day. We 
sure lucked out, nobody wants their 
pipes to freeze. Upon visiting the 
club house, we found out the host 
team was short some people be-
cause of illness. June, Norma and 
Dee volunteered to set up the dining 
room, putting on tablecloths, deco-
rating with shamrocks, center pieces 
and setting up the long serving ta-
ble.  

Thursday’s lunch was on your 
own. We were to have “Heavy Ap-
petizers” for social hour that would 
blend into the dinner hour. It may 

have been the colder weather 
that made people so hungry be-
cause we ended up with a FULL 
POT LUCK DINNER. The head 
host, Marion Helmick, had us in 
peals of laughter when she gave 
the announcements before we 
ate. Connie announced that she 
was sure there were some Lep-
rechauns hiding around the RV 
Park; she said the one that finds 
the most would win a pot of gold. 
The host team consisted of Carl-
ton and Marion Helmick, Estel 
(Tuck) and Connie Tucker, Bob 
and Ann Kriesman.  They provid-
ed us with luscious brownies for 
dessert. Card games and poker 
filled the rest of the evening.       

On Friday people were scur-
rying around hunting Lepre-
chauns; they were hiding every-
where. People found them in the 
club house, in the bathrooms, 

MARCH RALLY REPORT - by Dee Holloway 
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outside on the BBQ pit, even on 
coach wheels.  

Lunch was on your own for 
the men, but the ladies had a 
special tour planned for them. 
11:30 was the appointed time for 
the ladies to meet for the tour, 
everyone showed up early and 
we car pooled into down town 
Wichita Falls. The first stop was 
at a great art gallery that has 10 
active artists; one of them is our 
very own Marion Helmick. Kim, 
one of the artists met us there, 
she gave a tour of the gallery and 
talked about the artists and the 
medium they worked with to pro-
duce their art. We then visited the 
World’s Smallest Sky Scraper. JD 
McMahon was a loud Amarillo 
contractor, who rented a house 
with 5 other men called the New-
by building; he was planning a 
project which sounded quite im-
pressive, a sky scraper forty sto-
ries high with offices, retail space 
and apartments.  In a short time 
construction began in 1906 on 
land next to the Newby building; 
everyone thought Newby’s niece 
was building there. McMahon had 
gotten his investors, but he was 
always vague about the location.  
As the oil boom waned so did his 
investors. McMahon packed up 
and skipped town. Investors kept 
calling the men that lived in the 
Newby house for information on 
their investment. One of the 
renters got the address from one 
of them and drove there. It turned 
out to be the building next to the 
Newby House that they thought 
the niece built, only it wasn’t her it 
was McMahon who built it. The 
renter took measurements and 
found it stood 40 feet high at four 
stories and 10 feet wide. The 
smooth talking Texan had built as 
promised but not to the square 
foot but had built his skyscraper 
to the square inch. We climbed to 
the top of the skyscraper; they 
have clothing boutiques on each 

floor. The ladies left the skyscraper 
and visited some shops; we had a 
one o’clock reservation at Gidgets 
for lunch. We visited an antique 
mall after lunch. We found a 
$600.00 dyed silver fox vest that 
Rita and Nancy tried on for size. 
That evening the hosts provided a 
potato bar for dinner; it included 
potatoes and fixings, salad, des-
sert and coffee, tea and lemonade. 
We had table games to entertain 
us before dinner, Irish word scram-
ble was one of them. Skipbo and 
Poker filled out the evening. 

Saturday morning, we had an 
early breakfast at 8:30 A.M., our 
hosts served Scrambled Eggs, 
Sausage Patties, Biscuits, Gravy, 
Coffee and Juice. Then straight 
into the business meeting. Follow-
ing the business meeting the men 
had a tour of Patterson’s Crazy 
vintage car museum to have some 
fun and take a trip down memory 
lane. Harry Patterson has been 
collecting for years and thought it 
would be a good idea to open it up 
to the community. The men’s Tech 
Session was at 1:00; they explored 
RV power hook-ups, power sup-
plies and inverters. The ladies 
Craft Session featured making a 
pair of beaded ear rings. The Lep-
rechauns hunt has continued, 
some people have reported they 
had found 40 by Friday evening.  

Saturday’s Social hour was at 
5:00 P.M. followed by a “Mystery 
Dinner”. It turned out to be Ham, 
Potato casserole topped with 
cheese, Green beans, rolls, des-
sert and coffee, lemonade and ice 
tea. There was delicious Choco-
late Pie topped with Whipped 
cream for dessert. After dinner it 
was time to count the Leprechauns 
and find the winner. Donna Ben-
nett was the winner with 64 little 
Leprechauns.   Melody Beall found 
40 and came in second. Sunday 
morning turned out to be very cold 
and rainy. We had breakfast on 
the old time since Day Light Sav-

ings time popped up Sunday. We 
ate at 9:00 A.M. and had Yogurt, 
fresh Fruit Cup and Coffee. Then it 
was time to prepare our RV’s and 
tow vehicles for our next adven-
ture.                                             

APRIL CRAFT SESSION 
The April craft will be tote bags 

made from t-shirts.  The cost has 
not yet been determined, but it 
should be under $5.00.  Everyone 
needs to bring a pair of scissors to 
the session.  
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BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES 
APRIL SPECIAL EVENTS 

1 2 

WHOSZAT!! 

 

The young man in the 
above photograph is our  April 
Member Of The Month. Look at 
those features….remind you of 
someone? If so email your 
guess to: 

darrellgilliland0@gmail.com. 
 

Our nominee for the DA Award 
this month comes from something 
that happened at the Christmas 
luncheon. We wrapped up the “gift 
exchange” a little early this year, and 
before the OU football game was 
over. Everybody said their goodbye’s 
and got on the road toward home ex-
cept my wife and I. We stayed right till 
the end of the game and through the 
celebration that followed. Finally, we 
headed toward the car but were 
stopped in the parking lot by one of 
the young Chinese girls carrying a 
package and speaking a language 
that none of us in the car could under-
stand. After a few minutes, and 

Donna Bennett   
Mike Bennett   
Joyce Daugherty   
Rebecca Grimes  
Bill McGuire   
Erika Moore   
Glennon Woods  

Carlton & Marion Helmick   
Mike & Cynthia Moore  

DA AWARD - by Gary 
checking the bag, it was deter-
mined that one of our members 
had left their gift from the ex-
change… a bottle of “Crown Roy-
al” and two glasses. If you were at 
the Christmas luncheon you would 
know that this is going to be diffi-
cult to find the owner because it 
seemed like ½ the gifts were 
“Crown Royal.” Of course, you 
know it was me (Gary) that would-
n’t leave until the game was over. 
(Norma stayed too ….. she didn’t 
have any choice as she was a 
passenger in our car.) 

I made a couple of phone calls 
and sent a couple of emails to in-
quire of a few members as to who 
the owner of the forgotten gift 
might be. The word seems to 
have gotten around quickly be-
cause by 10 AM Sunday morning I 
had 6 calls all claiming the Crown 
Royal. 

It was finally narrowed down to 
one couple, Bob and Ann Kries-
man. Bob asked me to hold it for 
him until March. Bob you are the 
recipient of this month’s DA 
Award, not for going off and leav-
ing your Crown Royal, but for 
trusting me to hold it for you. 

PEX plumbing connections and 
problems will be the first topic in the 
April Tech session. We will also dis-
cuss ways of freeze proofing our mo-
tor home water systems. 

APRIL TECH SESSION 

The November/March 
member of the month was 
LuAnn Marchisin. 

mailto:darrellgilliland0@gmail.com.
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Bench in downtown 
Wichita Falls dedicated 
to the memory of MSG 
Christopher Woolington, 
Estel and Connie Tuck-
ers son-in-law. 

MARCH RALLY PHOTOS 
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MARCH RALLY PHOTOS 

Photographs taken by: 
Gary & Kathy Mabry 

Dee Holloway 
Jeannette Idell 
Rita Landrum 

Darrell Gilliland 
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Landrum’s Anniversary Party, Harlingen, TX. 
With the , Berrys, Bourroughs, Carringtons and Lyons. 

FRIDAY - LADIES DAY “OUT ON THE TOWN.” 
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RED RIVER ROVERS 
Business Meeting Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order by President June Guess at 9:08 A.M. on Saturday March 9, 2019. 
 
OFFICER REPORTS: 
Secretary Dee Holloway reported that the minutes by the previous secretary, Ann Kriesman, of the last meet-
ing were circulated in the newsletter and no corrections or additions were reported. The minutes will be ac-
cepted for file. 
Treasurer Rick Dennis gave the treasurer’s report as of March 1, 2019. The beginning balance was 
$8,063.15 with one outstanding check of $21.65 to signal Sign making the final balance of $8,041.50. 
2nd Vice President reported she needs people to sign up for hosting during September and October, so far 
the list is empty. 
3rd Vice President Dennis Moore reported he is working on sites for 2020. He reported that parks are becom-
ing more difficult to secure because many people are now living full time in the parks, which doesn’t leave a 
large amount of sites. He ask members to let him know if they stay in a park as they travel, that might work 
for us. He stated that as you register for rallies to be sure, if you need a handicap site to mark it on the form, 
that way the sites close to the club house will be reserved for you. Our April 11-14 rally will be at the upgrad-
ed Mitchell RV Park in Perrin, TX. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
The audit committee, consisting of John Sharpe and Billy Idell reported they have reviewed all finance rec-
ords. It is their opinion that the financial statement and financial records are accurate. The committee com-
mended the treasurer Rick Dennis for his efforts. Jane Grasso made a motion to approve the report; it was 
seconded. Motion carried. 
Benefits Chairman, Connie Tucker, reported on the new flyers from FMCA listing members benefits. She 
talked about 7 Corners Air Flight service and other benefits. 
Jane Grasso gave a report on the new Defibrillator, she explained that it very easy to use. The first thing to 
do is call 911. The machine knows if the person needs the unit or not after being hooked up; if they don’t 
need it the machine won’t come on. The unit will now be kept in the club house during daylight hours. At 
night it will be in Jane Grasso’s or Connie Tucker’s coach. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Nominating Committee: President June Guess asked for nominations for the nominating committee for offic-
ers for 2020. 
John Sharpe nominated Connie Tucker 
Dee Holloway nominated Norma Hamel 
Mike Bennett nominated Yongnan Dennis 
Jane Grasso moved to accept the nominating committee, Bill McGuire seconded. Motion carried. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Sunshine Chairman, Rita Landrum reported she would like members to let her know about illness or other 
reasons a member might need a card of encouragement. 
President, June Guess talked about the improvements at Mitchell RV in Perrin and encouraged members to 
attend the April rally. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:34 A.M. 
 
Delores Holloway 
Recording Secretary 2019 
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RED RIVER ROVERS 
2019 Rally Schedule 

MARCH 7 - 10 
 Coyote Ranch RV Resort 
 Wichita Falls, TX 
MARCH 13 - 16 
 FMCA’s 99th Convention 
 Perry, GA 
APRIL 11 - 14 
 Mitchell RV Park 
 Perrin, TX 
MAY 2 - 5 
 Coffee Creek RV Park 
 Weatherford, TX 
JUNE 6 - 9 
 Choctaw Casino KOA 
 Durant, OK 
AUGUST 14 - 17 
 FMCA’S 100th Convention 
 Minot, ND 
SEPTEMBER 12 - 15 
 Antique Capital RV Park 
 Gladewater, TX 
SEPTEMBER 18 - 21 
 46TH Six-State Rally 
 Shreveport, LA 
OCTOBER 10 - 13  
 Little Turtle RV Park 
 Eufaula, OK 
NOVEMBER 7 - 10  
 Buckhorn Lake Resort 
 Kerrville, TX 
DECEMBER 7 
 New China King Buffet 
 Denton, TX  
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June 

They said they didn’t buy anything! 
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