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PERFECT ATTENDANCE AWARDS 

April 2016 

The Red River Rovers met at 
the Coffee Creek RV Resort in 
Santo, TX, in March, for our first 
rally of the year.  It seems like a 
long time since the Christmas 
Luncheon and everyone was 
eager to meet up with friends 
again, with many arriving on 
Wednesday.  Although there 
was heavy rain at times, the 
RRRs just took it in stride, as our 
aim is to have fun, laugh and 
enjoy the weekend together.   

On Thursday many members 
gathered in the clubroom to play 
cards, visit or work on jigsaw 
puzzles. Some were brave and 
went shopping in the rain.  Hap-
py hour at 5 p.m. brought every-
one together in the clubroom for 
more visiting prior to dinner.  
Visitors Tom and Sandy Wood-
ling were introduced by mentors 
Donna and Mike Bennett. At-
tending their first rally were Jerry 
and Diane Mobley, mentored by 

Bill and Melissa Armstrong, and Bill 
Cooley and Gale Follett, mentored 
by Charlie and Jeanette Trahan. 
Jim and Marge Roberts, who joined 
in November of 2015 were re-
introduced as well as Wendell and 
Connie Carrington who we hadn’t 
seen since they joined last April. 
Barbara Blackshear asked the 
blessing prior to the potluck dinner. 

 On Friday evening the mem-
bers met in the clubhouse at 5:00 
for social hour and snacks. It was 
announced that the hosts would not 
observe Daylight Savings Time for 
Sunday breakfast. Visitors Tommy 
and Sandy Thompson, were intro-
duced by their mentors, Robert and 
Maureen Robinson. Gary Mabry 
and Carol Hall conspired to award 
Snoopy Campbell a helmet made of 
bubble wrap along with an entire roll 
of bubble wrap to protect his self 
against more head injuries. Snoopy 
recently tripped and head-butted a 
tree and not very many days later 

MARCH RALLY HIGHLIGHTS 
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L to R: Peggy Moore, Hilda McGuire, Carol Hall, Biny Sharpe, 
Gordon Moore, Bill McGuire, John Sharpe, and Ron Hall. 
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Marg Roberts will show how to 
change a simple tee shirt into a 
unique design. Ladies who want to 
do the craft must bring a tee shirt 
of their choice, thread the same 
color of the tee shirt, needle, and 
scissors. 

LADIES CRAFT 

penny came in. The Luck went to 
the winning number held by Ken 
Blackshear.  Card games, puz-
zles and visiting followed. 

On Sunday, Barbara Black-
shear asked the breakfast bless-
ing and the hosts served break-
fast sandwiches and fruit cups.  
After breakfast the announce-
ment was made that all the visi-
tors had joined the chapter during 
the rally.  A big welcome to the 
Thompsons, Woodlings and Grin-
steads. Kathy Mabry, John 
Sharpe, Jayne Grasso, Wendell 
and Connie Carrington and Ann 
Kriesman led members in singing 
“The Old Rugged Cross” and 
“Victory in Jesus”. Gary Mabry 
gave a short Easter devotional 
and parting prayer.   That ended 
our wonderful weekend at Coffee 
Creek Resort in Santo, TX.   After 
helping the host team fold and 
put away tables and chairs and 
sweep the floor, members took 
off for their destinations. 

to also visit the Medal of Honor 
Park on West California St where 
it meets I-35. 

For those who are interested, 
the annual Medal of Honor Pa-
rade will be held in Gainesville, 
TX, on April 9th.  More information 
can be found on-line.  Several of 
our members have previously at-
tended and thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing the Medal of Honor recipi-
ents and other parade entries 
supporting our military.  Many pa-
rade goers were touched by the 
fly-overs and missing man sym-
bolism both in the air and on the 
ground.  Gainesville (located on I-
35, 30 miles West of Sherman) is 
called the Most Patriotic City in 
America and is the only Medal of 
Honor Host City in America.  If 
you go to the parade, remember 

MEDAL OF HONOR  
PARADE 

Continued from pg. 1 
his head met with the handle of a 
floor jack causing an additional 
injury. We were glad he recov-
ered well enough to attend the 
rally. Wendell Carrington asked 
the blessing prior to the hosts 
serving hamburgers with trim-
mings and Jello pudding cups for 
dessert. 

Saturday morning Snoopy 
asked the blessing prior to the 
hosts serving a breakfast of pan-
cakes, bacon and fruit cups.  The 
hosts asked each person to take 
a quarter and a penny to dinner.  
The business meeting followed 
breakfast.  The Tech Session on 
weather safety was held at 1:00 
and the Craft Session, wreath 
making, was taught by Susan 
Campbell at 2:00.  The sun came 
out and those in search of rain 
boots were delighted they might 
not need them after all. 

Saturday evening the group 
met up for social hour and to hear 
announcements prior to dinner. 
Jim and Maggie Grinstead visited 
for the day and were introduced 
by mentors Ernie and LuAnn 
Marchisin. Judy Lewis, Sunshine 
Committee Member, announced 
the birthdays and anniversaries 
for March. Susan Campbell, Sun-
shine Committee Chairperson, 
read acknowledgements for 
Chapter memorial gifts from the 
respective families of Dusty Day 
and Frank Newby. Maureen Rob-
inson announced the Whoszat, 
(members try to guess to whom 
the face of the childhood photo 
belongs). The girl photo was our 
Sheriff, Joyce Daugherty and the 
boy’s photo, described as “a little 
devilish looking” belonged to 
Keith Grasso. The DA Award was 
presented to Bill Armstrong. Bill 
McGuire asked the blessing be-
fore the hosts served dinner of 
Taco Salad.  After dinner the 
hosts passed out “Luck of the 
Irish lottery tickets” in exchange 
for a quarter. The tickets were 
scratch-off, which is where the 
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Bill & Melissa Armstrong 
Grady Bass & Judy Lewis 
Mike & Donna Bennett 
Ken & Barbara Blackshear 
Curtis & Marva Buchhorn 
Tom & Judy Burroughs 
Snoopy & Susan Campbell 
Wendell & Connie Carrington 
Bill Cooley & Gale Follett 
Kenneth & Joyce Dougherty 
Rick & Yongnan Dennis 
Pat & Kathy Duvall 
Keith & Jayne Grasso 
June Guess 
Ron & Carol Hall 
Norma Hamel 
Mike & Donna Hillhouse 
Dee Holloway 
Billy & Jeannette Idell 
Bob & Ann Marie Kriesman 
Robert & Rita Rae Landrum 
Don & Gladys Longpre 
Gary & Kathy Mabry 
Ernie & LuAnn Marchisin 
Craig & Sharlot Matthews 
Bill & Hilda McGuire 
Mike & Cheryl McMillian 
Jerry & Dianne Mobley 
Dennis & Erika Moore 
Gordon & Peggy Moore 
Jerry & Shirley Nelson 
Cookie Peadon 
Jim & Marge Roberts 
Robert & Maureen Robinson 
John & Biny Sharpe 
Tommy & Sandy Thompson 
Charles & Jeanette Trahan 
Tuck & Connie Tucker 
Peggy Weygandt 
Tom & Sandy Wooding 

MARCH ATTENDEES 

WIFE SAYS TO HUS-
BAND…..OMG….”What are those 
sparks flying out from the fence”. 

It’s a big decision to purchase a 
MortorCoach.  Whether its 10-15 
years old or NEW off the lot. 
There's the expense of insurance 
and supplies for everyday living, 
like pots and pans, dishes, sheets 
and towels, etc.  And, of course the 
decorations and the finishing touch 
to make it feel like home..... 

HUSBAND SAYS TO WIFE... 
“WELL HELL, I THINK I JUST HIT 
THE ELECTRIC FENCE” as the 20 
or more fence posts go down like 
dominos.  

WIFE says… “Are you going to 
round up the cows or repair the 
fence first?????” 

HUSBAND looking totally 
shocked and horrified says. “Guess 
I had better get out with the flash-
light to see if there is any damage 
to the Motorcoach”.  Husband 
when back in the coach says, 

“honey, no problems, I can fix it 
with Duct Tape”. “Duct Tape al-
ways works”. 

The wife is now looking very 
horrified, after all it is their new 
coach. 

So, the lessen to learn here is-
---Always, when backing up or 
moving forward, and in the dark of 
night, LOOK at your surroundings 
before making any moves.  Have 
someone stand behind the Motor-
Coach with a flashlight and.in view 
of the mirrors. Let them guide you, 
and remember, don't run over the 
person. Also don’t forget about 
other objects that might in the 
way. 

BILL ARMSTRONG is the 
March well deserve recipient of 
the DA Award. 

Bill Armstrong Presented with DA Award by Gary Mabry 

DA AWARD 
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The March Tech session cov-
ered methods of obtaining warn-
ings of imminent threats to our 
safety while we are traveling in 
our motorhomes.  The main em-
phasis was on weather related 
threats that occur during the 
night when we are least likely to 
know that dangerous weather is 
developing.  I briefly covered the 
use of NOAA weather radios.  
These devices are the oldest au-
tomatic alarm devices.  The early 
ones simply triggered the alarm 
anytime the transmitter being 
received sent out a warning 
alarm. This often meant you 
would be awakened for storms 
that were not near enough to 
your location to justify waking 
you.  This system was replaced 
with programmable radios using 
Specific Area Message Encoding 
(S.A.M.E.), which allows you to 
program your radio with a code 
designating your location.  Since 
the radio ‘knows’ your location, 
you should only get alarms that 
apply to you.  These radios are 
still available and are useful if 
you are in a cellular dead zone. 

Starting in 2013, these older 
alert systems became obsolete 
for anyone carrying a modern 
cell phone.  The phone manufac-
tures and network providers, 
along with government agencies 
have devised an alert system 
called Wireless Emergency 
Alerts (W.E.A.).  This system is 
turned on by default in almost all 
smartphones made since 2013 
and also some feature (dumb) 
phones. It doesn’t require you to 
download an app or have your 
GPS turned on.  The cellular 
towers always know what 
phones are turned on within their 
coverage range and broadcast 
alerts relevant to the area around 
the towers.  This usually means 
the county that the warning has 
been issued in.  The WEA alerts 

take the form of an audio alarm 
loud enough to awaken you and a 
text message to inform you the 
nature of the alert issued. 

Besides the warning for weath-
er related emergencies, this sys-
tem includes many other public 
safety warnings, such as tsuna-
mis, floods, wildfire, terror at-
tacks, biological, chemical and 
nuclear contamination warnings.  
The system also broadcasts Am-
ber Alerts and has been responsi-
ble for a large number of recov-
ered children since it introduction.   

The alerts have three classifi-
cations, Presidential, Extreme, 
and Severe.  You can’t change 
the settings for Presidential alerts, 
but most phones allow you to turn 
off Extreme, Severe and Amber 
alerts in the settings.    

The following are some useful 
links to more information: 
 
What an alert sounds like    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UG2KibwhijM 
 
Best web page to learn more    
http://www.ctia.org/your-wireless-
life/consumer-tips/wireless-
emergency-alerts 
 
AT&T’s list of WEA capable de-
vices   
http://www.att.com/esupport/articl
e.html#!/wireless/KM1009041 

Verizon’s list of WEA capable de-
vices   
http://www.verizonwireless.com/s
upport/wireless-emergency-
alerts-compatible-devices/ 

My thanks to all who attended the 
Tech session for their questions 
and participation. 
 

MARCH TECH SESSION 

The subject of the April Tech 
Session has not been set, but will 
be announced at the April rally.  

 If you have a suggestion for a 
future Tech Session subject, please 
call or email me so that I can add it 
to the list.  If you have specific 
knowledge or experience with a 
technical issue related to mo-
torhoming and would like to present 
or demonstrate it to the group, I 
would be happy to help you with 
your presentation.  Volunteers are 
always welcome. 

For those who don't know, the 
Technical committee has three 
members. The members are, Chair-
man: Ron Hall and current Commit-
tee Members: Bob Kriesman and 
John Sharpe.    

MEN’S TECH SESSION 

The above is a photo of our 
featured “person of the month” for 
April.  He was 8 years old at the 
time. Who does he resemble that 
you know? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
http://www.ctia.org/your-wireless-
http://www.att.com/esupport/articl
http://www.verizonwireless.com/s
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MARCH RALLY 
COFFEE CREEK RV PARK 

SANTO, TX  

Tom and Sandy Woodling 

Tommy and Sandy Thompson 

Gordon and Peggy Moore Jim and Marge Roberts 

Bill Cooley/Gale Follett Jim and Maggie Grinstead Jerry and Dianne Mobley 



 

 

Page 6 Triple “R” News 

The “Triple R” News 
Darrell Gilliland 

940-727-1800 Cell 
E-mail: darrellgilliland0@gmail.com 

Membership Chairman 
Billy Idell 

Cell Ph: 903-891-0622 
E-mail: billidell@gmail.com 

 RED 
 RIVER 
  ROVERS 

2016 RALLY SCHEDULE  
 
MARCH 10 - 13 

Coffee Creek RV Park     
Santo, TX 

MARCH 17 - 20      
     FMCA International Conv. 
     Perry, GA 
APRIL 14 - 17 
     Riverview RV Park 
     Colbert5 OK 
MAY 11 - 15 
     Buckhorn Lake Resort 
 Kerrville, TX  
JUNE 9 - 12 
     Choctaw KOA RV Resort 
     Durant, OK 
AUGUST 3 - 6 
     FMCA International Conv. 
     West Springfield, MA 
SEPTEMBER 8 - 11 
     Choctaw KOA RV Resort 
     Durant, OK 
SEPTEMBER 12 - 15 
     Six-State Area Rally 
     Shawnee, OK 
OCTOBER 6 - 9 
      Little Turtle RV Park 
      Eufaula, OK 
NOVEMBER 10 - 13 
 Coyote Ranch RV Resort 
 Wichita Falls, TX 
DECEMBER 3 
 New China King Buffet 
 Denton, TX 

Jeannette 

L to R: Mike Bennett, Bill Cooley, and Robert Robinson. 

mailto:darrellgilliland0@gmail.com
mailto:billidell@gmail.com


 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES 

RED RIVER ROVERS 
Business Meeting 

March 12, 2016 
 
President Jeannette Idell called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.  She called for approval of the September 2015 Busi-
ness meeting minutes as circulated in the October 2015 Newsletter.  Dennis Moore moved that we approve the minutes 
of the last meeting.  It was seconded and carried.  
 
Officers Reports: 
Treasurer’s Report for the year 2015 was read by Treasurer Curtis Buchhorn.   Starting balance on December 31, 2014 
was $8,326.77.   Income was $9,546.54; Expenses were $9,226.11; and ending balance on December 31, 2015 was 
$8,647.20.  Petty Cash on hand December 31, 2014 was $58.59 -  on hand December 31, 2015 was $75.80.  Curtis 
said “Hats off to everyone that hosted last year for keeping it on budget”. 
Third Vice President, Mike Hillhouse reported that the October rally will be at Little Turtle in Eufaula, OK.  October 6-9.   
 
Committee Reports: 
The Audit Committee, John Sharpe and Glen Woods, reported that the books were in good shape.  John thanked Curtis 
for all his hard work. 
 
Membership Committee Chairman Billy Idell introduced his committee:  Jeannette Trahan and Curtis Buchhorn.  Billy 
reported that 15 new member coaches have been added in 2015 to make our current membership 63.  3 have been 
added in 2016 and one rejoined.  Billy announced that our chapter has grown because of the friendliness of our mem-
bers.  Some of our new members are also members of another chapter. 
 
New Business: 
President Jeannette reported that the Policy Procedure for 2nd Vice President needs to be revised.  The first bullet under 
Second Vice Presidents Responsibilities should be deleted:  “Immediately after taking office, will contact the parks to be 
visited and provide new contact information. (From third vice president to second vice president)”.  Coming from the 
Officer’s Committee it needs no motion.  After a vote, the motion passed.   
President Jeannette asked for nominations for the Nominating Committee for 2017 officers.  Ericka Moore nominated 
Gary Mabry, Ken Daugherty nominated Mike Bennett, and LuAnn Marchisin nominated Jim McCullen.  Dennis Moore 
moved that the nominations be closed.  It was seconded and passed. 
 
Treasurer, Curtis Buchhorn reported on issuing Rally Vouchers for 2016.  He moved that we again issue 2 vouchers to 
every coach member, if they are a member by the end of the March rally. A Coach member is one who pays the $24.00 
membership fee.  It was seconded and passed with one against. 
 
There being no further business, President Jeannette Idell adjourned the meeting at 10:45 am. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann Kriesman 
Ann Kriesman, Secretary 2016 

APRIL SPECIAL EVENTS 

Jill Allen   
Tom Barker  
Donna Bennett   
Mike Bennett   
Joyce Daugherty   
Michael Hillhouse  
Bill McGuire   
Cheryl McMillan   
Erika Moore   
Tommy Thompson 
Glennon Woods  

Carlton & Marion Helmick   
Jerry & Dianne Mobley  
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