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Keith & Jayne Grasso, Melody & Steve Beall, Yong & Rick Dennis

First Red River Rover Rally
of 2021
The Red River Rover April Rally commenced on
Thursday, April 15th, with a delicious meal of chicken
salad sandwiches, fresh fruit cups, and cheese cake
desserts. Everyone was excited to greet each other and
catch up from our winter break. The Rally Host Team
included: Melody and Steve Beall, Jayne and Keith
Grasso and Yong and Rick Dennis. Card games, poker
and visiting were enjoyed following the evening meal.
Rally attendees included: Melody and Steve Beall,
Donna and Mike Bennett, Judy and Tom Burroughs,
Connie and Wendell Carrington, Gale Follett and Bill
Cooley, Yong and Rick Dennis, Kathy and Pat Duvall,
Diana Frank and Darrell Gilliland, Jayne and Keith
Grasso, Jeannette and Bill Idell, Rita Rae and Robert
Landrum, Terri and Randy Lane, Kathy and Gary
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Mabry, Cynthia and Mike Moore, Jim Roberts and Sandy
and Tom Woodling. Guests included Linda and Carl
Christensen and Kathy and Dan Carpenter.

2021
Rally Schedule
Mar 11 - 14: Cancelled
Mar 10 - 13: FMCA Intl.
Convention | Perry, GA
Apr 15 - 18: Choctaw Casino
KOA | Durant, OK
May 13 - 16: Rusk KOA | Rusk, TX
Jun 10-13: Choctaw Casino KOA
| Durant, OK
Sep 9 - 12: Coffee Creek RV Park
| Santo, TX
Sep 30 - Oct 3: By The Lake RV
Resort | Ardmore, OK
Oct 6 - 9: FMCA South Central
Area Rally “6 State” | Hutchinson,
KS
Nov 4 - 7: Buckhorn Lake Resort |
Kerrville, TX
Dec 4: New China King Buffet |
Denton, TX

Membership Chairman
Mike Moore
214-701-6100 Cell
mikemoore333@gmail.com
Website: RedRiverRovers.com

Our evening meal on Friday, April 16th, included salad,
potato, sausage and cheese casserole, cornbread and
cupcakes. We celebrated Mike and Donna Bennett’s
birthdays during dinner. A rousing 3 game set of Card
Bingo, with Tom Woodling as the Card Caller, followed
dinner. The lucky winners were Rita Landrum, Randy
Lane and Jim Roberts. Card games, poker and visiting
followed.
The Saturday morning breakfast of sausage, scrambled
eggs, biscuits, gravy, juice and coffee were enjoyed by
all. During a short business meeting, the Nominating
Committee for the 2022 Board was elected. They include:
Mike Bennett, Keith Grasso and Tom Woodling. A
discussion to increase the Rally destination from 150 to
250 miles from Denton followed along with ways to serve
Rally meals and increase activities. Every member was
asked to contact Randy Lane if they were aware of good
future Rally sites. Everyone was encouraged to recruit
new members to increase our membership.
Saturday afternoon, Randy Lane led the Tech Session on
RV Air Conditioning maintenance.
The Saturday evening meal included brisket, ham, beans,
potato salad, green salad, cake and cookies. Randy Lane
was presented the DA Award and is now officially a Red
River Rover.
On Sunday morning, April 18th, we enjoyed pastries,
coffee and juice. Wendell Carrington gave a great
devotional after which members departed. It was
wonderful to see everyone and we are really looking
forward to our next Rally at the KOA in Rusk, Texas from
May 13-16th. The weather should be perfect for lots of
outdoor activities in East Texas. The Rally Host Team will
be Linda and Mike Underwood and Terri and Randy Lane.

See you soon,
Terri Lane
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Special Events
Anniversaries:
L. E. & Mary Jane Clark
William Cooley & Gale
Follett
Robert & Pamela Furr
Raymon & Nickie
Gardner
Ron & Carol Hall

Birthdays:
L. E. Clark
Billy Idell

May 2021

President’s Message
I must say it was a great rally put on by our
Hosts! We all had a lot of fun and even with a
little rain it did not dampen anyone’s spirits. This
was our first Rally since November and it felt like
old home week…good to see friends, old and new.
A special “welcome back” to Paul and Barbara
Terpening. The ones who were unable to attend
were missed.
Time is short for our next Rally in Rusk, TX May
13-16 so start making your plans now!

Gary

Robert Landrum
Gary Mabry
Gary Marsh
Gordon Moore
Mike Underwood

May Rally
Tech Session:
“7 RV Tech Products for 2021” by Randy Lane

DA Award:
Do you Know a DA?

“Triple R”
News
Linda Underwood
817-219-1038 Cell
lmunderwood99@gmail.
com
Terri Lane
817-475-4112 Cell
terrijlane@att.net

Website: RedRiverRovers.com

If you have had one of those “errors in judgement” or
“wow, I did not know that could happen” please share it
with us; not to make fun or to laugh, but to perhaps
learn something. Take a moment and a write an
“incident” report to nominate yourself, your spouse or a
friend for the elite “Dumb Ass Award Recipient Club.”
It has been said you are not a Red River Rover until you
have received the DA Award!
You can email your story to Gary Mabry at
gmabrys@sbcglobal.net
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APRIL “DUMB ASS (DA) AWARD”
It has been said, you are not a Red River Rover until you have received our DA AWARD! This
particular incident has to do with backing a Coach…ok, everyone has had to back into a camping
spot with a Good Samaritan or your travel partner waving their arms “come on back”.
There is always a tree limb that will jump out that either bites, stings, pokes or anything else a tree
can do. It seems the guy waving his arms doesn’t see the proverbial limb and the driver is wondering
why when someone helps they typically get where you can’t see them in your mirrors! As our driver is
twisting to the right then left, back and forth, he just can’t seem to find the guy helping him.
Then out of the corner of his eye he catches a view of a limb that has been cut and is almost against
the window of the door of his coach. Our expert driver thinks he can move this way then back over
that way and clear the limb. So, confident in his plan, he attempts the moves. A tremendous
explosion happens! You guessed it, safety glass is every where. This is a person who once said “If it
had wheels and a steering wheel he could drive it!” Well, Randy Lane received his DA Reward and is
now officially a RED RIVER ROVER!!

Gary Mabry and Randy Lane

Website: RedRiverRovers.com
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RED RIVER ROVERS
Business Meeting Minutes
Saturday April 17, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 9:40 by Red River Rover President Gary Mabry at Choctaw
Casino KOA meeting room in Durant, Oklahoma.
The Secretary reported that the minutes of the last business meeting were posted on the club
website. There were no additions or corrections. Randy Lane moved the minutes be approved
as posted on the chapter web site. Gale Follett 2nd.
The Audit report for 2020 was given by Billy Idell. All of the Treasurer’s files and records were
found to be correct and in order by the Audit Committee. The Committee consisted of Billy Idell
and Darrell Gilliland.
The Treasurer, Rick Dennis, reported the beginning March 2021 balance was $9,083.04 and
ended with $8,978.96. There is $188.00 in petty cash. Rick reported the club has 36 coaches
and 5 associates.
1st Vice President Mike Moore had nothing to report at this time.
2nd Vice President Melody Beall reports she needs rally hosts to sign up to be a host or the rally
could be canceled.
3rd Vice President Randy Lane needs help to locate new parks. A proposal was made to
change the travel limit of 150 miles to 250 miles. The proposal will be given to the Bylaws
Committee to be written in the proper language. This proposal will be voted on by the Chapter at
the next business meeting.
National Director Gary Marsh was unable to attend this rally but says he will attend the
International Convention in Gillette, WY. He says FMCA dues will be $50.00 until first of July. At
that meeting there will be a vote to make the $50.00 annual dues permanent.
NEW BUSINESS
Election of Nominating Committee:
President Gary Mabry asked for nominations for the 2022 nominating committee.
Tom Woodling was nominated by Billy Idell
Mike Bennett was nominated by Randy Lane
Keith Grasso was nominated by Gary Mabry
A Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Jeannette Idell, 2nd by Rick Dennis.
Meeting adjourned at 10:15.
Kathy Mabry
Secretary

Website: RedRiverRovers.com
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GROWING RED RIVER ROVERS
As motor homing goes, Randy and I are relatively new to the lifestyle. We bought our first motor
home in April of 2016. Out of state friends encouraged us to go with them to Yellowstone
National Park. We thoroughly enjoyed that trip and they suggested we join FMCA. In September
of 2016, we attended the FMCA Six State Rally in Shawnee, Oklahoma. We went to the Chapter
Fair and instantly loved the enthusiasm of the Red River Rovers! We joined RRR that day and
attended your evening Happy Hours.
Since then, our chapter membership has decreased and we want to build on our inspiration.
Randy is working very hard to find us great rally sites for 2022 and 2023, but we need your help.
Invite guests and grow the Red River Rovers.
Suggest more activities you would enjoy.
Mark your calendar and plan on attending the 2021 Six State Rally in Hutchinson, Kansas from
October 6-10. Randy and I will leave from our rally in Ardmore and travel to the Six State Rally.
We urge all of you to join us in representing the Red River Rovers at the Chapter Fair!

Thank you,
Terri and Randy Lane

Bingo Winners! Jim Roberts, Rita Rae Landrum, Randy Lane

Website: RedRiverRovers.com
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RV AIR CONDITIONING MAINTENANCE
1. Clean the filters
There are two sides to your air conditioner (A/C): the intake and the exhaust. The intake side
pulls air in and along with it… dust. The dustier the environment, or frequent long term use, the
more often the filter will need to be cleaned. Minimal recommended rate is twice a year.
It is as easy as removing the ceiling A/C cover and dropping the filter out. Most are just foam
filters that can be cleaned with water, dried, and reinstalled. The foam filters are very easy to
tear when washing so be gentle. Replace as needed.

2. Straighten condenser fins
The condenser fins are part of the A/C unit mounted on the roof of your RV. The condenser unit
has a series of winding tubes with cooling fins. These fins are very thin and susceptible to
damage.
Check the fins and make sure they are free of debris and that they have no damage or bends.
To straighten, you can use a small flat screwdriver or dull knife such as a butter knife.
A condenser fin comb is the best option and is a cheap investment. Be careful not to damage
the tubes that the fins are attached too as they are crucial to the A/C system.

3. Inspect gaskets and seals
The whole idea of air conditioning systems is to move air around, more specifically remove
warm air and add cool air.
In general, you will have a rooftop unit sealed to the roof of your RV, ducting that is sealed to the
AC unit inside your RV, and various ceiling vents throughout your RV all sealed to the ducting.
All of these locations have the potential for a bad seal reducing the airflow of your system.
Check the seals at all locations and if a leak is detected, replace the seal or close up the leak
with HVAC tape. Periodically performing this air conditioning maintenance will ensure the cold
air is getting to where you need it.

4. Do a temperature check
In very basic terms, the air inside your RV is drawn into the A/C system, cooled, and pushed
back into the RV.
Checking the temperature change between the inlet and outlet ducts on your A/C system is an
easy way to ensure it is working at its full potential.
With a thermometer, check the temperature of the air on the intake side. This will be the duct
under your air filter. Note this temperature.
Next, take the temperature at one of the vents on the A/C unit itself. Run the A/C for a few
minutes to make sure it is fully cooling. The air coming from the roof vents throughout your RV
will be warmer as it has moved through the ductwork so checking at the unit itself will be the
most accurate. The temperature of cold air from the A/C unit should be 15-20 degrees cooler
than the air being drawn from inside your RV.

Website: RedRiverRovers.com
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5. Perform a thorough cleaning
The rooftop unit is exposed to the elements year-round along with debris while traveling. At least
twice a year, at the beginning and end of the season, it is a good idea to remove the plastic
surround and thoroughly clean your unit.
A vacuum with a soft brush attachment can be used to remove any dust and loose debris.
Follow this with a A/C coil cleaner to remove any stubborn debris. While you are on the roof and
have the cover removed, take the time to look at the rest of the components for damage. Check
the fan for damage or dirt and that the motor spins freely. Lubricate as necessary with a spray
silicone, not WD-40.

Something to Consider- SoftStartRV unit
Installing a SoftStartRV device on your A/C unit gradually smoothes out the power spike that
happens when you start up the A/C unit. It can reduce the startup amps by up to 70%.
This means you use less power when turning on your air conditioner. Not only is this great for
off-grid, dry camping, or boondocking, it means you can run 2 A/C units when all you have is 30
amp power.
Visit SoftStartRV to learn more about this DIY add-on.

Track your RV maintenance
Air conditioning repairs can be costly and a broken A/C system can end or prevent a trip. Keep
your A/C system maintained and ready for use with some easy preventative air conditioning
maintenance.
Randy Lane
Tech Session Coordinator

Website: RedRiverRovers.com
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